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THE 7 KEYS TO RENEWAL AND REVIVAL 

1.  The beginning of revival:  living from the fullness of 

grace 

 The Lord Jesus began his ministry quoting Isaiah 66 that 

the spirit of the Lord was upon him to bring the Good News and to 

set the captives free. He was using the language of the Jubilee year 

in the Old Covenant. The fiftieth year was an year of restoration and 

revival when the people ate from the fullness of the 49th year and 

land is left fallow, the debts are cancelled, the land is restored to 

the original owner...The entire New Testament Times in which we 

live is a time of restoration, empowerment, fullness and we live from 

the abundance of God’s grace and mercy. Knowing this and seeing 

this and living from the abundance is the key to the beginning of 

revival. Once a friend told me that she talks to God all the time. 

There seems to be nothing wrong with it. But the moment you start 

seeing not yourself but God at work in your life, even in the smallest 

stirrings of your heart, that is the beginning of revival. You start 

praising God for his blessings, and grace. I was the other day 

speaking about the seven keys to revival for the daily mass when 

someone from the pews got up to switch on the sound system. 

From a human natural point of view you know how it is seen, but 

from the perspective of God it was God calling that person to do 

what she did. The Lord therefore said, you must be born from 

above to enter the kingdom. As a result, the lord said, ‘whoever 

sees you, sees Me!” how true it is!!!    

 The first secret of renewal is to see that it is the work of 

the grace of God and so live from the fullness of the God’s grace in 

Christ Jesus. We tend to put ourselves before God. Very often we 

tend to follow the first part of the words of Apostle Paul: ‘work out 

your salvation with fear and trembling,’  But we forget the second  

  am happy with whatever you give me; I will not therefore pray for 

me, but I will pray for others.’ I thought this is something noble 

and unselfish. I never knew at that time, that I was shutting down 

the life-line of heavenly supplies for my spiritual journey. I realized 

it only when I suffered a crisis of faith. But God turns that into a 

blessing to teach me of the gift of faith. Now I rely upon God even 

for small things like cooking driving or the ordinary activities of life 

and they thus have become a way of experiencing the living God 

at work in my daily life.      

 Discernment of the spirit: the seven points  

 The gift of the discernment of the spirit is what we need. 

There are so many things to help us to discern.  

They are: 

 1. Know the tree from the fruits. (Mt. 12:33) You know 

something from the fruit or the effect; if it has good effects 

know that it is from God. 

 

 2. The word of God, the gospel and the teaching of the 

apostles serve as references,  

 

  3. The life of the Lord,  

   The life of the Lord  Jesus is a like mirror for us. It is a 

perfect and full life for us to follow and imitate. 

 

 4. The spirit of love, The clear difference between the 

children of the devil and the children of God is love. (1Jn. 3: 

10) 
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 5. And see if something leads to the glory of God or of 

oneself.  

 

 6. The spirit of this world: the false prophets speak 

about the things of this world and the whole world is going 

after them; and the devil is pumping millions of dollars into 

lining their pockets. (1 Jn. 4: 1ff) 

 

 7.    Finally we have the gift of the Spirit of God to help us  as 

it is the spirit that enables us to see all that God has given us. 

(1Cor. 2: 12)   

     

The enemy we know is better than the enemy we do not know!  

2. Know our strengths: It is God who is at work in our lives. 

  Given us understanding that we know the true God. 1Jn. 5: 20

  

Called by God. Jude. 1 

 Faith which once and for all God has given to his people. 

(Jude 3) 

 He is the one who has given us a new birth.  

He is the one who is at work in our lives. (1Thes. 2: 13) 

He is the one who has called us( Rom. 1: 6)  

and revealed himself and his son to us. 

And he has given this testimony in our hearts. (1Jn. 5: 9) 

God has raised us to a life with Christ. (Col. 3: 1) 

There is nothing that God cannot do, the Lord taught 
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weaknesses are moments God is perfecting us his children, in 

the perfect love. 

 Thorn in the flesh…  

8. Conclusion 

  “You will win, because it is God who gives you vic-

tory.” (Phil. 1: 28 )  God gives us victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. (1Cor. 15: 57); we have complete victory through 

him who loved us. (Rom. 8: 37) His power gives you victory. 

(Zep. 3: 17) We are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. (Rom. 8:37) Apostle James writes: resist him and he 

will take flight. (Js. 4: 7) 
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parable of the seed; the evil one will pick the word from your 

heart. 

6. The grace of God 

 The undeserved free gift of God. (Rom.5:16) 

I no longer have a righteousness of my own but one that is 

given to me. It is a gift of grace. (Phil.3:9) 

Our weaknesses reveal the grace of God. It helps us to walk with 

him humbly. God resists the proud and gives graces to the hum-

ble; where sin abounded gods grace super abounded. 

I am the worst of sinners but God was merciful to me…

(1Tim.1:15-16) 

When the loving kindness of God our savior was revealed he 

saved us not because of any good thing that we ourselves 

have done, but because of his mercy….(Tit. 3: 3-7) 

The thorn in our flesh…reminds us of the grace of God. (2 

Cor. 12: 7-10) 

7. Know yourselves 

  We who have this spiritual treasure are like earthen vessels 

in order to show that the supreme power belongs to God and not 

to us. (2Cor. 4: 7) The Lord therefore warned his disciples, ’Flesh 

is weak the spirit is willing though. Pray that you may not enter 

into temptation.’ ‘Cut away from me you have no life. You can do 

nothing without me’. Apostle Paul affirms: There is nothing in us 

that allows us to claim that we are capable of doing this work. 

The capacity we have comes from God. It is he who made us 

capable of serving this new covenant. (2Cor, 3: 5-6) The apos-

tle therefore urges us: keep an eye on yourselves, so that you will 

not be tempted.” (Gal. 6: 1)  The moments of temptation and 
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Have faith in God.  

If God is for us who can be against us? 

Fear no one. Fear only God. 

God’s gift of life. (1Pet. : 3: 7) 

Good manger of gods different gifts. (1Pet. 4: 10) 

God’s glory is seen in you bearing much fruit.  

The evil one would deceive and tell us that it is all about 

us, about our work. 

 

3. A faithful Savior who passed the test of love  

  The gift of a Savior for our journey. God so loved the 

world that he gave us his only Son that whoever believes in 

him might not perish but might have life. Through him you 

believe in God. 1Pet. 1: 21  Jesus because he will save his 

people from their sins. His life saves, His spirit saves, his 

death saves, his wounds heals us. His life saves us. His 

words makes us clean. We have complete victory through 

him who loved us. Nothing can separate us from him….no 

powers here below or above..Who will save me from this 

body that takes me to death?…Thanks be to God who does 

so through our Lord Jesus. The power to rule over the world 

now belongs to our lord and Messiah. He will rule for ever 

and ever. Rev, 7: 15-16 

 The evil one will try to exploit our failures that we 

see all around us and tell us how powerful he is.

   “The power to rule over the 

world belongs now to our Lord and the Messiah, and he 

will rule for ever and ever.” (Rev. 11: 15) Nothing can 
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separate us from his love. (Rom. 8:   ) 

4. The Power of God, the Spirit of God 

  In his discussion with the Sadducees regarding the resur-

rection, the Lord concluded: it is because you do not know the 

scriptures or the power of God…he is God of the Living.” (Mk. 

12: 24, 27) God has revealed himself as the Living God at work 

in human history through his mighty power. It is they who failed 

to acknowledge that power who failed to enter the promised 

Land. He therefore told his disciples to wait for power.  

  We could not confess Jesus my lord without the help of the 

spirit; we could not call god our father without the help of the 

spirit. How great is his power at work in you. 

  The gifts of the spirit and the fruits of the spirit to counter the 

corrupting influence of the world and the evil one. 

 The gifts of faith, hope, and love are in our arsenal. 

 “God’s divine power has given us everything we need to live. 

(2Pet. 1: 3) 

Whoever serves must serve with the strength that God gives 

him. (1Pet. 4: 1) 

The glorious spirit, the spirit of God is resting on you. (1Pet. 4: 

14) 

God of all grace who calls you to share his eternal glory, in un-

ion with Christ will himself perfect you and give you firmness, 

strength and sure foundation.” 1Pet. 5: 10 How often we say 

and continue to say: I am working on….instead of God is 

working on me… 

Kept safe by God’s power for the salvation. (1Pet. 1: 5) 
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Apostle Paul prays for the Christian community, ’May you be 

strong with all the strength which comes from his glorious power. 

(Col. 1: 12) 

He told them, that in union with Christ you were circumcised 

which consists of being freed from the power of sinful self. 

(Col. 2: 11) 

He therefore advices, ‘Build your strength in union with the 

Lord and by means of his mighty power. Eph. 6: 10 

Then he goes on to speak about our arsenal: Truth-gospel as 

the belt; righteousness as the breastplate; faith as shield; salva-

tion as a helmet; word of god as the sword which the spirit gives; 

pray on every occasion as the spirit leads. Eph. 6: 14-18 

God has poured out his love into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit which is God’s gift to us. Rom. 5: 5 

There is no better antidote against sin as the gift of love. 

5. The Word of God 

  Speaking about the temptation of the people of God in the 

desert, God said, that he made them go hungry and gave them 

bread to teach them to rely upon his words.  

  James: Submit to God. Accept the words that he plants in 

your heart, which is able to save you. (Js. 1:21) 

  Apostle Paul: I have complete confidence in the Gospel, 

which is God’s power to save all who believe. (Rom. 1: 16) 

 It is the source of eternal life; our life of union with God. 

  It is one of our main defenses, and so what an enemy 

would do is to disarm us. And thus the Lord has told us the 
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