
It is to be certain of God’s love 

In this sense Apostle John defined God as love and added 

that we believe the love God has for us. (1Jn. 4: 8, 16) 

It is to be certain of God’s mercy 

In this sense the Lord said, ‘if you believe you will receive 

whatever you ask for in prayer.’ (Mt. 21: 22) It is because God 

gives rain and sunshine equally on the good and the bad. 

 

To believe is to obey, to be certain is to live by what you are cer-

tain 

  To those who believed in his words, the Lord at once added, 

‘if you obey what I say you will know the truth.’ (Jn. 8: 31) The par-

able about the seed and the word is about believing and obeying. 

It is in a believing and obedient heart that the word produces 

abundant fruits. The Risen Lord asked the disciples to make peo-

ple of every nation believers and asked them to obey all that he 

had commanded them. (Mt. 28: 19-20) Apostle Paul concludes his 

Letter to the Romans with the eternal command of God regarding 

the secret truth about our salvation so that all may believe and 

obey. (Rom. 16: 25-26) 

To be certain of the Active Power of God 

  Lastly, it is to be certain of the Active Power of God at work in 

our lives. Apostle Paul said, ‘For when you were baptized, you 

were buried with Christ through your faith in the active power of 

God who raised him from death.” (Col. 2: 12) in this sense the 

author of the Letter to the Hebrews concludes his chapter on faith 

saying that they were all weak but became strong. (Heb. 11: 34) 

Conclusion 

  The Lord told his disciples, ‘you have been given the secrets of 

the kingdom of heaven.” (Mk. 4: 11) And again he said, ‘I call you 

friends because I have told you everything.’(Jn. 15: 15) 

  If we have come to know the secrets of the kingdom and 

have believed it is because of God’s love and gift. 
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GOD IS AT WORK IN YOU 
“Do not take your holy spirit away from me.”  

       Ps. 51: 11 

Introduction 

  David, though a darling in the Scriptures, had his own  low 

moments. He composed psalm 51 after God revealed to him of his  

guilt through the prophet. He prayed therefore, “Create a clean 

heart in me O God and put a new and loyal spirit in me. Do not 

banish me from your presence. Do not take the holy spirit from 

me.” (Ps. 51: 10-11) The following pages will help you to experi-

ence a new presence , power, joy, praise, love and life as God 

has promised in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Promise of Renewal , and Restoration 

  God had promised a time of restoration, renewal and revival. 

He had promised many new things to come. “I will tell you of new 

things to come”. (Is. 48: 6) “I will make you well again; I will heal 

your wounds.” (Is. 30: 17) The seven new things that God prom-

ised were: 

i. A new beginning, creation, birth and a new life.

 “I will make a new beginning with those who 

are left.” (Mic. 4: 7); “I am making a new earth and 

new heavens. ‘The events of the past will be com-

pletely forgotten.” (Is. 65: 17); “I have created some-

thing new”. (Jer. 31: 22); ‘They will be alive with new 

growth.’ (Hos. 14: 6); “The time is coming…the Lord 

will take delight in you, and in his love he will give you 

new life’. Zeph. 3: 16,17); New life in union with 

Christ. (1 Cor. 4: 17); New birth, new life.(Tit 3: 

5);  “Go to the temple and speak about this new life”.  

(Act. 5: 20; Rom. 6: 4; 1Pet. 1: 3) 

 

Ii) A new Self, being or identity 

  “I will give you a new heart and place a new 

spirit within you. (Ezek. 36: 23-28); “I will give a new 
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name to those obey me” (Is. 65: 15); “Of two races 

made one new people in union with Christ” (Eph. 2: 

15); “Minds must be completely new and you must 

put on.” (Eph. 4: 23); “Put on new self which is cre-

ated in God’s image”. (Eph. 4:24); Old self with its 

habits...new being. Constantly renewing”. (Col. 3: 10) 

“What matters is being a new creature”. (Gal. 6: 15) 

New heart and mind. (Eze. 11:19;18:31; 36:26) New 

name. (Is. 62: 2,4); New clothes. (Zac. 3: 4,5); New 

heart and a new mind. (Eze. 18: 31; 36: 26); New 

creature. (Gal. 6: 15); New self or being. (Col. 3: 

10;Eph. 4: 24; 2Cor. 5: 17) 

 

Iii. A New King with the fullness of the Spirit (Is. 

11: 1) 

  When anyone is joined to Christ is a new be-

ing. (2 Cor. 5: 17)    

    

   Iv. New direction, spirit, teaching, message 

  New Message. (Is. 42:9); New direction. (Eze. 

39:2 );  plough new ground, plant righteousness. 

(Hos. 10: 12); “Not of a written law but in the new way 

of the spirit (Rom. 7: 6); New wine. (Jl. 1: 5); I give 

you a new commandment. (Jn. 13: 34) 

 

 V. New covenant, new people and a new com-

mandment 

  New covenant. Jer. 31:33,31; Heb. 9: 15; 

8:8,13; 2 Cor. 3: 6; Two races into a new people. 

(Eph. 2: 15) The cup is God’s new covenant. (Lk. 22: 

20; 1Cor. 11: 25)  

   

   Vi. New temple, new song, new Jerusalem  

  New Jerusalem, full of joy. (Is. 65: 18); New 

Temple. (Hag. 2: 9); New song of praise. (Ps. 40:3) 
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THE SEVEN ASPECTS OF FAITH 

Introduction 

  God has revealed his love and mercy to us that we respond 

to this revelation with faith. 

The Definition of faith 

The dictionary defines faith as trust in somebody’s knowledge 

and ability that somebody will do what has been promised. Faith 

is the assurance or the certainty regarding the things that we 

hope for. (Heb. 11: 1) I would like to speak about the seven as-

pects of that certainty we have regarding God.   

The certainty that God exists and rewards people 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews affirms that no one 

can please God without faith, for whoever comes to God must 

have faith that God exists and rewards those who seek him. 

(Heb. 1: 6) It means that God is at work in the lives of his people. 

Faith implies that certainty that everything is possible for God 

that he is the God of miracles and marvels. 

Our Father Abraham expressed such faith when he said that 

God provides. Moses expressed it when he said that his people 

had rejected their Mighty Savior. (Dt. 32: 15) God had indeed  

done many marvelous signs  for the people, yet they failed to see 

them as such. 

It is to be certain of God’s faithfulness to his promises 

Joshua therefore, expressed such faith when he said that any 

one of them could make a thousand men run away because 

God is fighting their battles just as he had promised. (Josh. 23: 

10) 
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Believers of God’s love & Mercy 

  After defining God as love, John adds, we know and be-

lieve the love God has for us. (1Jn.41: 16) 

  This enables us to go through difficult times and situations 

that God would turn everything for our good. (Rom. 8: 28) 

 

How to have an encounter with God? 

  Our faith is a gift. The Lord has taught us that gifts or tal-

ents buried, or not used, would be lost; But,  when you use 

them and live by them,  you would see an increase in it double 

and four-fold. It is so true of the gift of faith. Walk with him who 

dwells in you in spirit. 

  There is yet another way: God has made many promises 

of blessings for us. Believe and obey those promises and you 

will see God revealing his presence to you more and more. 

 

Some of the promises we could live by are: 

 if you believe you will receive whatever you ask for. (Mt. 

21: 22) 

 if you ask anything in my name you will receive it. (Jn. 14: 

14) 

 If two of you agree on anything you pray for, you will re-

ceive.” (Mt. 19: 20-21) 

 When you ask and pray, think that you have already re-

ceived and it will be done for you.” Mk. 11: 24) 

 If you obey what I say you may ask for anything you wish 

and it will be done for you.” (Jn. 15: 7 )   

 God is spirit and spirit, as the Lord has taught us, 

is like wind. We know it from the effects. So too, you will 

became aware of His Presence through the effects in your 

life. 

 

   

 Vii. A New Spirit, (Is. 6: 13; Zep. 2: 17; Hos. 

14: 6 )                 

  “But once more God will send us his 

Spirit.” (Ps. 32: 15); “I will give you a new heart 

and a new mind.” (Eze. 36: 26) “I will put my law 

within them and write it on their hearts.” (Jer. 31: 

33) “I will pour out my spirit on your chil-

dren.” (Is. 44:3) Afterwards, I will pour out my 

spirit on everyone.” (Jl. 2: 28)  

  Know that God’s promise to renew you is being ful-

filled right now! He has given you a new birth; you are 

called a child of God; God has raised you to a life with 

Christ;  he has given you the Gospel, the Lord and the 

Spirit to lead you; he has called you to be a new family 

with him. You have become the Temple where God 

dwells through his Spirit. It is the Lord Jesus’ Spirit that 

you have been clothed. 

The starting point of renewal 

 

 Know that God Is at work in you 

 “God is at work in you who believe.” (1Thes. 1: 13) 

  God is the starting point of any and every renewal and 

revival. David prayed, “Do not take away your Holy Spirit 

from me.”(Ps. 51: 11) He wrote this at a time when he felt so 

low in his life and spirit after his sin with Bathsheba.   

       

 One of my concerns, after coming to the new parish of 

Our Lady of the Springs, Ocala, Florida, was about the con-

firmation of our children, which was fast approaching. I kept 

wondering what they were learning during the religious edu-

cation classes. It reminded me of my own personal journey 

of faith, how as a young man I was confused. Today I am so 

full of faith, life and spirit that I am excited about my faith 

more than anything in this world. 
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  Knowing that God is at work in you is the beginning of 

every renewal and revival 

Gift of Revelation 

 “When God chose to reveal his Son to me.” (Gal. 1: 15-16) 

  As a young man I was looking for proofs for the existence of 

God. My search for God in books, in history, in theology, led me to 

losing faith. It was a good thing, for I had reduced God as the con-

clusion of a syllogism or argument when he is really a living per-

son. The loss of faith was the Lord’s way of teaching me that faith  

is a gift of revelation and that he is indeed a living person. “At that 

time, Jesus filled with the joy in the Holy Spirit, said, ‘Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth! I thank you because you have shown to the 

unlearned what you have hidden from the learned and the wise…

no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one 

knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the 

Son chooses to reveal him.” (Lk. 10: 21-22) We continue to grow 

in the knowledge of the Lord as he continues to reveal himself and 

his Son to us through his Spirit. (2 Pet. 3: 18) 

  It was when I sought him in my heart, in my problems, chal-

lenges, hopes and plans, and in his promises of blessings that he 

came alive. That faith is growing day by day. God speaks to you 

 “Afterwards I will pour out my spirit on everyone; your sons 

and daughters will proclaim my message.” (Joel. 2: 28) 

  When I was told that I was to come to the US, I started having 

dreams about mountains and snow. I was asked to go to work in 

the diocese of Stockton, California. I had no idea if it snowed there 

or not. I was given a computer to work on my book on Prayer 

which had the National Forest, Yosemite as its screen saver. I had 

no idea what it was. But my first assignment in the diocese of 

Stockton was to Mount Carmel Mission in Groveland close to Yo-

semite and there was snow the day I went there for the first time. I 

then realized that it was God showing me where he was going to 

post me. 

God is Love and is at work in you with love 

 “God is love.”( Jn. 16: 27; 1 Jn. 4: 8) 
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  Coming from the state of Kerala, India, which has an ancient 

Art Form in which the actors come to the stage and start criticizing 

everyone in the society, I inherited a negative attitude to life. Such 

an attitude can make one frustrated at everything as you see only 

the bad side of everything. I told myself one day: ‘should I go 

through this short life looking at the bad side of everything and be 

sad and frustrated or at the good side of things and be happy.’ I 

said, ‘I choose to be happy.’ 

  Though I had taken it as a moment of personal choice and 

decision, it was a moment of revelation of God’s love in every-

thing. It is the light of the Holy Spirit that enables us to see every-

thing as coming from God. (1Cor. 2: 12) It thus fills us with joy and 

praise. 

 

God is gracious 

  Time and again Moses told his people that it was not because 

they were great that he chose them, but that because he is faithful 

to his promises that he chose them and blessed them. (Dt. 7: 7 ) 

Apostles too remind us that it was because of his grace and mercy 

that he chose us and called us and poured out his blessings on 

us. (Tit. 3: 4-7) 

 

God is at work in our lives 

  It is God who has revealed Christ and the mysteries of our 

salvation in Christ. (Rom. 16: 25-26) He has given as a new birth 

through the spirit and baptism. He has called us to a new life with 

Christ. (Col. 3: 1) Not even a hair falls to the ground without his 

consent. God is at work in us who believe. He has not just re-

vealed himself and his Son and left us at that. He is indeed at 

work every day of our lives. 

 

We share in the faith of Lord Jesus in God the Father  

 Our life and faith are the same as that of our Lord and Savior. 

Our life upon this earth is the same as that of Christ. (1 Jn. 4: 17) 
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