
tion that we have is to love. (Rom. 13: 8)   

Love is holiness     

 The dictionary meaning of the word ‘holy,’ is to be 

good in a moral sense. That morality is the morality of the 

Mosaic Law which in short is about love. To be holy there-

fore, is to be loving. One may have very strange ideas of 

holiness as a result of centuries of Christian tradition. To be 

holy in the New Testament is to be loving. Apostle Paul 

urges the community to be holy and then begins to speak 

about the gift of love. ”May the Lord make your love for one 

another and for all people grow more and more and become 

as great as our love for you. In this way he will strengthen 

you and you will be perfect and holy.” (1Thes. 3: 12-13)

    

14.   Christ’s contribution to love: a thousand and one 

 manifestations of love    

 ’love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you.’; ‘Do good to those who hate you, and bless those who 

curse you.’ (Lk. 6: 27); Pray for those who ill-treat you (Lk. 6: 

28); Love should not be just words...it must be true love 

which shows itself in action.’ (1Jn. 3: 18); Love is to care. 

(Js. 1: 27); love is to share (1Thes. 2: 8); love is self-giving: If 

someone hits you on one cheek, let him hit the other cheek 

as well; if someone takes your coat, let him have your shirt 

as well. ’Lk. 6: 29); the greatest love a person can have for 

his friends to give his life for them.’ (Jn. 15: 13); love does no 

harm: love your neighbor as yourself. If you love someone 

you will never do him wrong.’ (Rom. 13: 10); Love is service: 

let love make you serve one another. (Gal. 5: 13); love is 

deferential: love one another warmly as Christian brothers 

Rom. 12: 10); to love is to be concerned. Let us be con-

cerned for one another, to help one another and to do good.’ 
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LIVING IN LOVE, THE PERFECT GIFT 

                         1Cor. 13: 1, 8, 13) 

Introduction 

  The standard of Christ’s love 

  Love is our only calling. It is the essential aspect of our disci-

pleship. The Lord said, “And now I give you a new commandment: 

love one another . As I have loved you, love one another. If you 

have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are 

my disciples.” (Jn. 13: 34-35) He has loved us with only as God 

can. His selfless love is reflected through the Sermon on the 

Mount: he became poor that we might be rich (2 Cor. 8:9); he be-

came accursed on the cross that we might be blessed (Gal. 3: 

14); he became a servant  (Phil. 2:8) that we might be called chil-

dren of God (Gal. 3: 14); he became rejected that we might be 

acceptable (1 pet. 2: 4-6); he became a cause of division in the 

community (Jn. 11: 49) that we might have peace with God and 

one another (Eph. 2: 14); he became a sinner that we might be 

without sin (2 cor. 5: 21); he died that we might have life in all its 

fullness. (Jn. 10: 10) 

Dictionary definitions of love     

 But the Love that the Lord speaks of as a commandment is 

unique and different from human love. I found four different defini-

tions of love in the Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary. 1)  A 

strong feeling of affection for somebody or something, especially 

a member of your family. 2) A strong feeling of affection for some-

body that you are sexually attracted to; 3) A strong feeling of en-

joyment that something gives you ( e.g. He is in love with his 

work) 4) A word used as a friendly way of addressing somebody 

( e.g. Can I help you, love) The Bible is aware of these different 

connotations of love. But it has different words for the same. Thus 

the love within the members of the family is expressed by the 
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Heb. 10: 24);There are thousand and one expressions of Chris-

tian love: so then you must cloth yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Be tolerant with one 

another and forgive one another….” (Col. 3: 12-14)   

15.  Love is equal to worship     

 “The king will reply, “I tell you whenever you did it to one of 

these brothers of mine you did it to me.” (Mt. 25: 37-40)  

16.  Love the sign of God’s presence and communion 

 “If we love one another, God lives in union with us.” (1Jn. 4: 

11-12)        

17.  No longer slaves but friends    

 Slave of God was a title used for those great servants of God 

like Moses, Joshua and which Paul used to refer to himself. But 

the Lord calls us instead, ‘friends.’ friends of the king of the em-

peror are those select few who have complete access to the ruler. 

In Christ we have complete access to God. It was only the high 

Priest who had access to the holy of holies in the temple and that 

too once a year. But Christ has opened as thought through his 

body complete access to the Father for everyone. (Heb. 10:20) 

18.   Conclusion      

 My joy may be in you (Jn. 15: 11)   

 We heard the Lord say that he has said these things so that 

his joy may be in us and that our joy might be complete. The au-

thor to the letter to the Hebrews compares the two covenants: one 

mediated by Moses at Sinai and the other by Jesus in Zion. The 

first one was so frightening that Moses said, ‘he was trembling 

and afraid.’ even an animal was put to death if it came to Mount 

Sinai. But the one mediated by Jesus is based on forgiveness and 

mercy and so a joyful one. In Christ we have come to the joyful 

gathering of the first-born. (Heb. 12:23) 
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Greek word Storgẽ;  the sexual love is expressed by the word 

Eros. The love between friends is expressed by the word: Philia. 

But the Lord used the word Agapȇ to express love for the ene-

mies. It is the unconquerable, invincible affection for the other that 

seeks the supreme good of the other even when the other does 

not reciprocate or is even antagonistic towards you. It is this 

Agape that defines the relationship among the members of the 

new family and community     

The gift of Christian Love     

 You will not find in any dictionary the love that the Lord is 

speaking of or the Christian love. It is not a natural love. It is di-

vine and is a gift of God. It is a gift of the Spirit. God is calling us 

to share the same forgiving mercifulness that he extends to us 

with everyone.       

The two standards for human relationships 

  a) Agapê as the basis for human relationship in the new 

  community and family    

  The lord said, ‘love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you.’ (Mt. 5: 43). The word that the Lord uses is   

Agapê. And Agapê is unconquerable benevolence and invincible 

goodwill which seeks nothing but the highest good of the other, no 

mater what the other person does to you. God’s own love is the 

standard of Christian love.   

  b) Christ’s own love as the standard for human  

  relationships     

  The Lord said, ‘this I command you, love one another 

as I have loved you.’ It is the self-emptying love of the Lord that is 

the standard of Christian love.      

The only obligation is to love    

 There are about 613 laws in the Mosaic Code. The Canon 

Law has more than 6000 laws. But Paul says that the only obliga-
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